An introduction and welcome to this
thriving Wealden town and all that it has
to offer its newest residents.
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Original map sponsored by the Weald of Kent Protection Society.
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Town Hall and Council Offices
High Street

9

Tenterden Recreation Ground
Recreation Ground Road

10

Ivy Court Surgery
Recreation Ground Road

Tel: 01580 762271 • www.tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk
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St. Mildred’s Church
High Street

Tel: 01580 761591 • www.tenterdencofe.co.uk
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Tel: 01580 763666 • www.ivycourtsurgery.co.uk
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Waitrose Supermarket
Sayers Lane

Tel: 01580 765155 • www.kesr.org.uk
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Tesco Supermarket
Smallhythe Road

Colonel Stephens Railway Museum
Station Road

13

Tenterden Juniors and Infants School
Recreation Ground Road

Kent & East Sussex Railway
Station Road

Tel: 01580 765155 • www.kesr.org.uk

5

Old Dairy Brewery
Station Road

Tel: 01580 763867 • www.olddairybrewery.com
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Tenterden & District Museum
Station Road

Infants Tel: 01580 762086 • Juniors Tel: 01580 763717
www.tenterdenprimaryfederation.kent.sch.uk
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Tel: 01580 763303 • www.herondenvets.co.uk
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Tel: 01580 764310 • www.tenterdenmuseum.co.uk
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Tenterden Gateway - Library and Post Office
High Street
Tenterden Leisure Centre
Recreation Ground Road

Tel: 01580 765987 • www.tenterdenleisure.com

GMP Chartered Accountants
82 High Street

Tel: 01580 766171 • www.gmpaccountants.co.uk

16

Tel: 03000 414141 • www.kent.gov.uk/gateway

8

Heronden Veterinary Practice
Pickhill Business Centre, Smallhythe Road

T W Fuggle - Funeral Directors
20 Ashford Road

Tel: 01580 763340 • www.twfuggle.co.uk

17

Tenterden Social Hub
Church Road

Tel: 01580 762882 • www.tsh.org.uk

TENTERDEN TOWN COUNCIL

WELCOME
A very warm welcome to Tenterden.
You are now part of a vibrant and go-ahead community which takes pride in its status as The
Jewel of the Weald, values its history and looks forward confidently to the future.
Our rich heritage is a colourful story which goes back to medieval times, and is detailed in this
Welcome Pack.
While that history is treasured, Tenterden is also developing for the future. A £3.5 million
regeneration programme is underway which will see major improvements to the Recreation
Ground, restoration work on our iconic Town Hall, maximising the use of community halls
around the town, and investigating the potential for a local cinema.
We take care of our town, with its excellent schools, green spaces and social facilities for
all ages. We are proud of our energetic commercial community, with a retail scene of
independent shops alongside nationally recognised chains, and a lively hospitality sector of
pubs, restaurants and cafés.
Tenterden Town Council is dedicated to creating an imaginative future for the town as well as
protecting and preserving our heritage. We strive to communicate effectively, which means
we welcome comments and suggestions from our residents. This Welcome Pack, a
co-operative initiative with the Tenterden Rotary Club and Churches in Tenterden, is part of
that policy.
Thanks to our advertisers who have helped fund the Welcome Pack and Trevor Bingham of
Arts Incorporated for the design.
Please don’t hesitate to drop into the Town Hall or talk to one of our 16 town councillors.
Their details can be found on our website www.tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk, which also gives
full details of our decisions and consultations.
Tenterden Town Council
Town Hall, 24 High Street, TN30 6AN		

Telephone: 01580 762271

A collaboration between
Tenterden Town Council, Tenterden Rotary Club and Churches in Tenterden.
Images courtesy of Stuart Kirk, Tenterden Leisure Centre, Tenterden Social Hub, Sue Ferguson.

For full details and information regarding any aspect outlined
in this Welcome to Tenterden brochure, please visit

www.welcometotenterden.co.uk
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A SHORT HISTORY

HUNDRED OF
TENTERDEN
Before the great storms of the 15th century silted up
the River Rother, Tenterden was linked to the sea and
was an important shipbuilding centre and port. Much
of the town’s heritage remains today, including historic
timber framed buildings, a medieval church, cobbled
alleys and the Georgian Town Hall.
William Caxton, who in 1477 printed the first English
book, was said to have been born here. Keeping guard
over the town is the tower of St Mildred’s Church from
where a signal beacon warned of the approach of the
Spanish Armada. Lord Nelson’s daughter, Horatia was
the wife of the vicar.
In Roman times, the Weald of Kent and much of East
Sussex were covered by a huge expanse of forest. A
Roman road from Thanet passed through the district,
but it was not until Saxon times that a settlement was
recorded. In Old English ‘Tenet Waraden’ described a
den or clearing in the forest belonging to the men of
Thanet, and the town’s name is derived from this
ancient identification.
Tenterden first rose to affluence as a centre for the
wool trade in the 13th century. In 1331 Edward III
prohibited the export of raw wool and brought
weavers and dyers from Flanders to teach the English
to manufacture finished cloth, and in the subsequent
decades Tenterden’s prosperity grew. Despite this
relative affluence, a number of townsfolk supported
the Peasant’s Revolt and joined Wat Tyler’s march on
Canterbury and London in 1381.
The town had the advantage of access to the sea.
Much of what is now Romney Marsh was under water,
and ships docked at Small Hythe. Wood from the
Wealden Forest was used to construct ships, and in
1449 Tenterden was incorporated into the
Confederation of Cinque Ports as a limb of Rye. Ships
built in the town were used to help Rye fulfil its quota
for the Crown. As a Cinque Port, Tenterden enjoyed
virtual self-government, was exempt from national
taxation and is represented at the coronation of the
monarch. The latter privilege is still jealously guarded
and the town still retains a mayor. In the 15th and 16th
centuries changes in the coastline meant that the
Cinque Ports lost much of their influence - Tenterden
lost access to the sea, and is now some ten miles from
the coast.
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TENTERDEN TOWN SIGN

This shows a three masted ship with:
Fores’l furled;
Mains’l charged with the arms of the Cinque Ports
(three half lions from the Royal arms conjoined
with three half ships);
Mizzen sail bearing the arms of Thomas Petlesden,
the town’s first Bailiff;
Cabin and rudder at the stern; Anchor.

TOWN
MUSEUM
The Museum is housed in a two storey weather boarded
building, one of the last representatives in Tenterden of
a type of industrial building common in the area in the
latter part of the 19th century.
Opened in 1976, it is run entirely by volunteers. As
a member of the Kent Museums Group we work
with Ashford Borough Council’s Culture and Tourism
Department.
The Association serves as a focus for research and
enquiry and provides a repository for artefacts
connected with the area. Items gifted to the museum
which are of local interest are always welcome.
For opening times visit www.tenterdenmuseum.co.uk

www.welcometotenterden.co.uk

ACTIVITIES TO SUIT ALL AGES & ABILITIES

SPORT & LEISURE
Tenterden offers a wide choice of indoor and
outdoor leisure activities, catering for all ages and
abilities, and all within walking distance or a short
drive.
Sporting types can enjoy swimming and energetic
workouts at the purpose-built Leisure Centre.
The golf, bowls and cricket clubs are always keen
to welcome new members. Those who prefer a
measured approach to fitness are well provided for
and can enrol in one of many classes on offer.
Situated in the heart of the Weald, Tenterden is
surrounded by accessible and exhilarating country
walks that in many cases include breathtaking
scenery. There is an established rambling club and
escorted walking tours.
For the creative individual, art, photography, dance
and music are just a few of the courses available that
encourage beginners to the more experienced.

ENTERTAINMENT, EVENTS, SOCIALISING & PLACES TO VISIT

LOTS TO DO & ENJOY
Take a walk along the tree-lined High Street and
discover a wealth of cafés, pubs and restaurants.
Many are independently owned and offer
homemade, bespoke fare.
St. Mildred’s provides an amazing backdrop to
concerts held in the church throughout the year.
The Town Hall and Sinden Theatre regularly stage
dramas and musicals, with the pubs holding live
music and quiz nights.
Tenterden plays host to the annual and extremely
popular Folk Festival, featuring traditional music
and dancing. The Christmas Market sees the town
come alive with a whole weekend of seasonal
entertainment.
As well as the award-winning museum, there are
many fascinating places well worth a visit, including
the Kent & East Sussex Railway - Tenterden’s Steam
Railway, National Trust Smallhythe Place and Chapel
Down Winery.
www.welcometotenterden.co.uk
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CLUBS, SOCIETIES & BUSINESS GROUPS

A THRIVING TOWN
There are numerous opportunities to become involved
in the ‘fabric’ of Tenterden.
The Rotary Club of Tenterden and Tenterden Lions
are long-standing charity organisations seeking
new members to assist in regular fundraising and
community activities.
From archery to the WI, there’s bound to be a club,
group or society that will accommodate your special
subject interest. For business people the Chamber
of Commerce provides an opportunity to meet other
business people at its informal monthly meetings.

THE TENTERDEN COMMUNITY

A CARING COMMUNITY
Tenterden is proud to be recognised as a caring town,
and through various agencies supports a number of
initiatives designed to improve the quality of life for
all members of the community, from young people to
senior citizens.
Tenterden Social Hub offers a range of
services and facilities to make life easier
and more fulfilling for those 60+, disabled
or vulnerable living in our community. It
provides a fun, social atmosphere with activities and a
freshly made 2-course lunch daily during the week.
There is ample opportunity for voluntary work.
Charitable groups that focus on the various needs
of the community rely heavily on the generosity of
volunteers, who freely give their time and energy to
help others.
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www.welcometotenterden.co.uk

TENTERDEN ROTARY CLUB

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Tenterden Rotary Club is part of a Worldwide organisation of over 1.2
million members, all involved in local community and vocational work,
fund raising, international causes, disaster relief and global health
projects such as the eradication of Polio.
Join Rotary and give something back to our community. We are looking to
recruit energetic men and women who have a passion for service above
self.
If you are interested in learning more about us or coming to one
of our meetings, please telephone Phil on 07949 780446 or Chris on
07799 114475. Website www.tenterdenrotary.org.uk
Evening meetings and get togethers take place at Tenterden Club, Church
Road on Thursdays at 7.30pm or at various hostelries in Tenterden.
Everyone is welcome and you can choose to eat with us first or just come
along to hear the speaker. Business Breakfast meetings are held twice a
month on Fridays, 7.30 to 8.30, at Silcocks Farm, St. Michaels and include
networking and learning opportunities.

TENTERDEN TOWN COUNCIL

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF TENTERDEN
The Town Council’s central role is to act in the interest of the whole
community by making decisions and recommendations to improve quality
of life and the environment. It serves as the main link between Tenterden
and the district authority, Ashford Borough Council. Tenterden Town
Council dates back hundreds of years, with records as far back as 1449.
We have biographical information about all Mayors (or Bayliffs, before the
incorporation of the town) back to 1449, and we are always happy to help
with genealogy enquiries. Visit www.tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk for
a wealth of interesting facts about Tenterden.

TENTERDEN’S CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

A WARM WELCOME TO YOU ALL
To find out about the Christian churches in Tenterden, St. Michaels and
Small Hythe, please contact one of the ministers listed below. We’d like to
get to know you better, so come along to any of our services or to any of
our events and activities.
The Church of England in Tenterden
Rev. Canon Lindsay Hammond: 01580 761591 • tentvic@gmail.com
Rev. Jeanette Kennett: 01580 388352 • caulkhead7@talktalk.net
www.tenterdencofe.co.uk
St Andrew’s Roman Catholic Church
Father John Hine: 01580 762785 • Rev. Jolyon Vickers: 01580 766449 • www.standrewstenterden.org
Tenterden Methodist Church
Rev. Paul Dean: 01233 879358 • pbdean@gmx.co.uk • Enid Knight: 01580 766265
Zion Baptist Church
Church Office: 01580 388934 • zionbaptisttenterden@gmail.com • www.zbctenterden.org
Trinity Baptist Church
Pastor, Peter Mawson: 07538 480618 • www.tbctenterden.com

At your
service!

Tenterden Social Hub offers a
range of services and facilities to
make life easier and more fulfilling
for people living in our community.
A social day centre for those aged 60 and over. No referral
needed, just call and arrange a taster session.

MUSICAL THEATRE
AND DANCE
CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN
AGED 4 -18
‘INVESTING IN FUTURE PERFORMERS’

A day service for adults with learning and/or physical
disabilities. A fun and friendly atmosphere is guaranteed.
Provides assistance with domestic tasks in your own home
and supports independent living.
A Meals on Wheels service that delivers a freshly cooked
hot lunch to your home and is available Monday to Friday.
An Advice Officer works with you, offering advice and
support around entitled benefits or application processes.

Tenterden Social Hub is here for you.
Call in for an informal chat and find out how
we support individuals and families living within
and around Tenterden.
You’re guaranteed a warm welcome.
Tenterden Social Hub, Church Road TN30 6AT

01580 762882

hub@tsh.org.uk • www.tsh.org.uk
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