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Welcome to Rural Matters. See inside for the latest on the Kent Police Rural Task Force. There are now more officers countywide 
dedicated to tackling and preventing crime in the countryside. We’ve the latest news on how these officers, partners and colleagues 
are working to protect and support Kent’s rural communities. Email your Rural Task Force team – rural.task.force@kent.police.uk

More rural contact information, see back page.

Your Rural Task Force PCs 
have a Twitter account 
@kentruralpolice

The team regularly Tweets 
updates on what they’ve been 
doing and any live incidents.

Follow for the  
latest news and 
information. 

To remain anonymous contact Kent Crimestoppers online or call 0800 555 111.

Twitter account

Go to www.kent.police.uk/report

Report a crime, incident or non-injury 
collision in minutes

Receive your confirmation email and 
reference number immediately

East Division – 07980 978202

• PC Dan Perry

• PC Matt Lehman

• PC Harry Callaghan

• PC Michael Sutton

North Division – 07528 989095

• PC Paul Williams

• PC Adrian Goodsall

• PC Nathan Southern

• PC Marc Pennicott

West Division – 07580 236308

• PC Luke Jorden

• PC Tom Smith

• PC Nick Lingham

• PC Anna Verrall

Lifetime ban for man arrested for dog cruelty

A man has appeared in 
court for animal cruelty 
offences after Rural Task 
Force officers executed a 
warrant at a farm in Medway 
on behalf of the RSPCA.

One dog which suffered 
horrific injuries – believed 
to be caused by illegal 
badger baiting – which 
went untreated was signed 
over to the care of the 
RSPCA after the owner 
admitted the offences.

He’d been arrested in April. 
Three dogs were seized – one 
of which had suffered severe 
facial injuries resulting in the 
animal losing half of its jaw.

Benny Joe Eastwood, of 
High Halstow, Rochester, 
admitted animal cruelty 
offences when he appeared 
at Medway Magistrates 
Court in November. He was 
sentenced on 8 December to 
12 weeks jail, suspended for 
two years; given a community 
order with 200 hours unpaid 
work and disqualified for 

life from keeping animals. 
Costs were ordered of £400 
and a victim surcharge of 
£85 made. All three dogs 
seized have been signed 
over and will be rehomed.

Rural Task Force Sergeant 
Darren Walshaw said: ‘We 
work closely with the RSPCA 
on a range of animal welfare 
issues, providing support and 
evidence capture in order 
to assist them in securing 
convictions. In this instance 

we carried out a warrant on 
behalf of the charity to allow 
them to gather evidence 
which led to a successful 
conviction for offences under 
the Animal Welfare Act. The 
offender’s actions were not 
only criminal but barbaric 
and cruel. We are committed 
to working with the RSPCA 
to send a message to those 
intent on causing suffering 
to animals that their actions 
will not be tolerated.’

A tracker device fitted to a stolen 
digger helped Kent Rural Task Force 
officers trace and recover it.

The machine, worth £20,000, was stolen 
in East Sussex and the RTF was able to 
narrow down the search for it to Kent.

Working with Kent Fire and Rescue 
Service the digger was seized from a 
locked container at a rural property 
in Sandwich on 18 December.

Rural Task Force Sergeant Darren 
Walshaw said: ‘It had been fitted with a 
tracker device which allowed officers to 
narrow down their search significantly 
when attempting to locate it. The 
use of tracker devices on valuable 
machinery is highly recommended.’

The digger will be returned to 
the rightful owner once police 
inquiries are completed.

Tracker device helps Rural 
Task Force trace and 
recover stolen digger 

A trailer full of stolen items 
was found after Rural Task 
Force officers spotted 
suspicious tracks into woods.

The officers were in the 
Hoads Wood, Bethersden, 
area as part of their work to 
prevent rural crime, when 
they found fresh tyre tracks, 
which they followed to 
discover a trailer containing 
builders’ tools and a 
generator.

All the items and trailer itself, 
were suspected as being 
stolen. The officers used their 
4x4 vehicle to move the trailer 
to recover the property and 
will now seek the owners and 
investigate.

Anyone who saw anything 
suspicious should call Kent 
Police on 01843 222289 
quoting reference 
46/2162/22 or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
0800 555 111.

Stolen goods stash 
uncovered by Rural 
Task Force officers

One badly injured dog was believed used for illegal badger baiting
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Officers recently joined forces with staff 
from Swale Borough Council’s 
Environmental Enforcement Team, the 
Environment Agency and the Driver and 
Vehicle Standards Agency as part of 
continued action against those carrying 
illegal waste.

The multi-agency operation at a waste 
site in Sittingbourne led to an arrest 
being made on 25 November.

Lorries, scrap metal and waste related 
vehicles were searched by officers. Drivers 
of two vehicles were issued with a fine for 
failing to produce waste transfer notices.

One vehicle was also removed for 
having no insurance and officers also 
detained two men, both aged 27 and 
from Sheppey, in relation to a suspected 
drug offence. 

One man was arrested on suspicion of 
driving while under the influence of drugs 
and released under investigation pending 
forensic results.

Rural Task Force Sergeant Darren 
Walshaw said: ‘This was a successful 
operation in which we stopped and 
searched any suspected contaminated or 
illegal waste carriers.

‘As well as the arrests we were also able 
to use the operation to gather important 
data which can be used by the other 
organisations as part of ongoing work to 
help combat this type of criminality.’

The Rural Task Force team works with 
all 13 local authorities across Kent to 
proactively tackle fly tipping and illegal 
waste carriers, issuing fines to those 
people dumping waste illegally and 
seizing vehicles.

The Rural Task Force 
continues to work with 
partners like the Environment 
Agency and Angling Trust to 
ensure fishing sites around 
Kent are being used legally 
and stocks protected from 
poaching.

Anglers and fisheries have 
become increasingly 
concerned about the 
destruction of fish stocks; 
wider criminal implications of 
illegal fishing and the financial 
impact on businesses in 
replacing valuable specimen 
fish – such as Carp.

Kent Police is part of the 
national campaign Op 
Traverse - the multi-agency 
action co-ordinated by the 
Angling Trust which targets 
illegal fishing and fish theft 

Recent action in Kent saw 
three Community Protection 
Warnings (CPW) issued to 

three men identified as fish 
poaching at Lullingstone Lake 
in August 2021. 

A CPW was also given to the 
owner of a vehicle persistently 
sighted around the lakes and 
suspected of poaching.

Another person stopped 
fishing unlawfully at Swanley 
is being prosecuted for not 
having a rod licence. 

Site owners are also reminded 
to ensure that private locations 
are clearly signposted where 
fishing is prohibited.

Rural Task Force Inspector 
Dave Smith said: ‘It is a crime 
to steal fish. It has an 
economic impact on those 
who make their living from 
fishing and can affect the 
enjoyment of legitimate 
anglers because it has a 
negative impact on their 
hobby if fish stocks are 
depleted.’

The Environment Agency 
said working with police, 
patrols under Operation 
Traverse can be targeted to 
‘put a stop to illegal activity 
that is harmful to fish, nearby 
wildlife, and impacts the 

fishing experience of law-
abiding anglers.’ The 
Metropolitan Police Service 
also joined the initiative in 
March 2021 as fish theft 
occurs anywhere there is a 
watercourse.

Multi-agency operation targets illegal waste carrying

Fish poaching action to protect stocks – Op Traverse

A ram suffered fatal injuries 
after it was reported to have 
been attacked by a dog in a 
field in Shadoxhurst.

The dead sheep was 
discovered during the 
afternoon of 18 December 
2021 in the field behind 
Chequers Green. The 
remaining flock were found 
uninjured, but distressed.

Rural Task Force PC Paul 
Williams said: ‘There are 
financial implications for the 
farmer following the loss of a 
ram, but this incident is also 
concerning as at this time of 
year sheep are pregnant and 
any stress can cause them to 
miscarry.’ 

Witnesses are also being 
sought to three other 
incidents, which left a total of 
15 sheep dead following 
suspected dog attacks in 
Alkham, Dover.

On 4 December around 
5.50pm, the owner of a farm 
in Alkham Valley Road saw a 
grey, scraggy haired dog, 
which looked similar to a 
lurcher, among her sheep. She 
shouted and the dog ran away 
in the direction of Green Lane. 
Six sheep had died and four 
needed medical care.

The following day, on 5 
December in Wolverton Hill, 
seven sheep from another 
farm were found dead, 
believed to have been attacked 
by an animal. Overnight on 6 
December the farm in Alkham 
Valley Road reported a second 
attack, leaving two more sheep 
dead and one seriously injured.

Rural Task Force PC Dan 
Perry said: ‘We urge all dog 
owners who may be walking 
their pets in the countryside to 
keep them on leads around 
livestock. These were nasty 
incidents, which led to 
distressing injuries and the 
deaths of livestock. As well as 
the suffering caused, attacks 
can lead to huge financial 
losses for farmers and when a 
dog has a taste for killing and 
maiming sheep it often returns.

‘We know that the majority 
of dog owners do take care 
around livestock but we would 
like to remind everyone to 
follow signs and stick to 
footpaths, as they are there to 
protect you and your dog, and 
to make your walk safe for all. 
It is also really important to 
check your properties and 
gardens are secure when you 
have dogs.’

Can you help?
• Dover attack: anyone who witnessed anything suspicious or 

who has information call Kent Police 01843 222289 quoting 
ref 04-1449 for Alkham Valley Road and 05-0416 for 
Wolverton Hill.

• Shadoxhurst: anyone who witnessed the incident or has 
information call Kent Police on 01843 222289 quoting 
18-01088.

Ram fatally injured in suspected dog 
attack – keep pets under control

Latest news 

Farm Watch continues to 
prove a valuable information 
sharing tool for the Rural 
Task Force team and rural 
community with more than 
1,500 members countywide.

RTF officers act on the 
information received with 
stolen property successfully 
recovered.

If anyone from the rural 
community wants to join 
they should email 
rural.task.force@kent.
police.uk

Farm Watch WhatsApp

Rural Task Force officers 
investigating the largescale 
theft of metal from Chartham 
resulted in two arrests.

It followed reports that on 2 
November staff at a unit there 
had been threatened and a 
large quantity of metal stolen. 
Rural Task Force officers 
arrested two men on 11 
November in Faversham in 
connection with the robbery. 
Inquiries are continuing.

Largescale metal 
theft – two men 
arrested

Factfile:
• Under the Animals Act 1971, a person acting to protect 

livestock may be able to kill or injure a dog they believe is 
‘worrying’ without incurring any criminal or civil liability.

• As a dog owner or a person being in charge of a dog, you 
could be committing an offence if your pet worries livestock on 
agricultural land.

• Worrying includes attacking or chasing livestock in a way that 
might reasonably be expected to cause injury or suffering or loss.

• It can also be an offence to have a dog in a field or enclosed 
space where there are sheep when the dog is not on a lead or 
under close control.

Farm Watch WhatsApp is a tool to share information 
directly with the team and not to be used to report 
crime. Any crimes should be reported in the usual 
way; 999 if a crime is in progress or 101 and online 
if non-urgent and don’t forget the Country Eye App. 
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Police are warning residents to 
be vigilant after a number of 
pensioners have been 
approached in their homes by 
suspected rogue traders 
offering roof repairs.

A man in his 80s was 
targeted in Margate on 12 
November after two men 
called at his home offering to 
repair the roof. He agreed and 
paid for the work but after 
they left, noticed cash had 
been stolen. 

Rural Task Force officers 
arrested a suspect in Ashford 
on suspicion of burglary. He 
was released on police bail 
pending further inquiries.

Two pensioners were also 
approached in the Swanley 
area. On 24 November a 
pensioner was approached to 
say his roof needed repairing. 
The suspects gained access to 
the loft and were paid a 
quantity of cash before 
demanding a considerably 
larger sum. The householder 
refused to pay.

A few days later three men 
tried to persuade a resident to 
agree to allow a large amount 
of building work. 

The elderly occupant 
declined and refused to then 
give the callers access when 
they asked to get some water.

Police are appealing to anyone 
else who may have received 
similar visits to come forward.

Inspector Matt Atkinson, of 
the Sevenoaks and Swanley 
Community Safety Unit, said: 
‘Working with Sevenoaks 
District Council and West Kent 
Housing Association, we have 
been speaking to vulnerable 
people and advising them to 

refuse uninvited callers 
offering on the spot repairs or 
maintenance.

‘Anybody seeking to have 
work done should speak to 
family and friends to obtain 
details of recommended and 
trusted traders before getting 
a number of quotes to make a 
comparison.’

Anyone who has been the 
victim of a similar incident 
should report it by calling 
101, visiting the Kent Police 
website or dialling 999 if a 
crime is in progress. Contact 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
by calling 0800 555 111 or 
use the website online form.

Officers investigating hare coursing need details to pursue 
possible offenders – anyone seeing suspicious activity should:
• Record and report the date, time and location of the activity.
• Describe any vehicles, people, dogs and where they are heading.
• Include the vehicle make, model and colour along with any 

unique features, as well as the registration number.

Pensioners targeted for roof repairs 

Keep police informed of suspicious activity – hare coursing 

Sale of fake goods 
– be aware

Shoppers are being warned 
that fraudsters are targeting 
markets, boot fairs and town 
centres to sell counterfeit 
goods.

Kent Police and Kent CC 
Trading Standards have 
responded to reports about 
suspected fake items being sold 
by rogue traders in West Kent.

On 15 December officers 
from the Sevenoaks 
Community Safety Unit joined 
council inspectors to examine 
several stalls at Swanley 
market. Items seized included 
suspected counterfeit clothing 
and handbags, most with 
designer labels, and watches. 

Inspector Matt Atkinson said: 
‘If something seems too good 
to be true, it probably is. 
Don’t be fooled into thinking 
you’re getting a great deal, 
you may be buying stolen or 
counterfeit goods.’ 

Clive Phillips, Operations 
Manager for KCC Trading 
Standards added: ‘As well as 
undermining local legitimate 
businesses, fake goods fail to 
conform with safety standards. 
Money made from the sale of 
counterfeit products also very 
often helps to fund serious 
organised crime.’

Report anything 
suspicious 
If you think you have been sold 
counterfeit goods, or if you 
suspect somebody is selling 
fake goods, get advice from 
the Citizens Advice consumer 
helpline on 0808 223 1133.

Alternatively report it to 
Action Fraud online or call 
0300 123 2040.

If you suspect you have 
been offered stolen property 
call Kent Police on 101.

Bogus callers and rogue traders. Remember:
• Doorstep fraudsters generally seek to carry out services that are either completely unnecessary 

or substandard. If cash is paid in advance they will often leave without starting any work.
• Services offered will include cleaning driveways, gardening or roof and guttering repairs.
• Don’t be pressured into agreeing to have work carried out. If callers refuse to leave when 

asked, contact the police on 999.
• Don’t ever go to a bank or cash point with a trader; legitimate traders would never do this.
• Consider using reputable traders who are members of the KCC Trading Standards approved 

trader scheme.
• Ask for quotes in writing and check that the tradesperson is from the company they say 

they are from.

Crime prevention tips:
• Keep doors and windows locked and 

curtains drawn at night – invest in light 
timers so people appear to be at home 
when they may not be. 

• Keep keys, cash and expensive items 
away from doors and windows, out of 
view and use timer switches on lights and 
radios to make a home look occupied.

• Repair broken or faulty windows or doors.
• Keep gates locked and boundaries secure.
• Lock away bikes, tools and garden items 

which could be stolen or used to break in.
• Do not leave empty boxes outside for long 

periods of time – put recycling out when a 
collection is due, or when possible, take 
boxes or packaging to a refuse site.

• Security mark items such as bikes. Keep 
serial numbers safe and photograph and 
insure expensive or unique items.
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Tractor owners should continue to be 
alert to thefts of GPS navigation systems 
from their vehicles. 

Over the summer high-value tractor GPS 
kits were stolen in several counties. The 
thefts cost the industry hundreds of 
thousands of pounds each year, and the 
equipment is often targeted for sale 
abroad. 

In Kent a navigation system was stolen 
from a tractor in Newchurch this summer. 
Farms in West Kent were also targeted in 
similar incidents the previous year.

With the harvesting season now over 
farmers are being reminded to remove 
the devices – both the external GPS 
receiver and the internal control panel 
– from tractors when they are not in use.

They should also check their systems 
are insured against theft.
• Activate PIN security on GPS kit with a 

personal unique number if available
• If the system is not pin enabled, mark 

your postcode to deter thieves and to 
trace property back to you

• Keep tractors and combines with GPS 
fitted stored out of sight when possible

• Remove GPS kit from tractors and other 
machinery and store it securely when 
not in use.

• Record serial numbers and photograph 
equipment.

• Check serial numbers of second-hand 
kit offered for sale

DC Chris Piggott, who co-ordinates the 
agricultural vehicle crime unit at the 
National Vehicle Crime Intelligence 
Service (NaVCIS), said people should also 
be aware of bogus sellers, using false 
names. He said: ‘Anyone considering a 
purchase should get photos showing 
serial numbers and check with the 
manufacturer it’s not recorded stolen.’

GPS thefts – protect your equipment this winter  

Police are warning people to be aware of those who see this time of year as an 
opportunity to burgle houses or outbuildings to steal items of value.

Ensuring windows and doors are kept locked and curtains drawn at night helps to 
prevent thieves from having an easy view into homes during the dark winter months. 
Motorists should ensure their cars are kept locked and secure. People are also 
encouraged to look out for their elderly or vulnerable neighbours as well as friends and 
family, particularly in isolated rural locations.

Keep farm vehicles safe
• Make sure keys are removed from farm vehicles not being used and they are kept in 

a locked building with windows covered.
• Try to keep quad bikes, trailers and tractors stored securely and away from easy access 

to roads – where thieves can more easily drive them away or load onto transporters.
• Physically secure machines using suitable locking devices and immobilisers.
• Record machinery serial numbers – ideally taking a photograph for reference. Having 

an image of a stolen trailer or box greatly increases the prospect of it being recovered.
• Install security lighting and CCTV with sensors and PIR Alarms on the perimeter of 

the building or premises will help enhance the security of your land.

Avoid heating oil thefts
• The costs of replacing heating oil from domestic tanks can run to hundreds of pounds.
• Although tanks are targeted during summer when not in use, they still present an 

opportunity for crime when filled during the winter.
• Fit sturdy locks to caps.
• Install security lighting.
• Keep drive and yard gates closed and locked.
• Check fuel levels to detect any unexpected drops. Check oil is insured on 

domestic policies.
• Install a protective cage and lock with a shackle padlock, which can’t easily be broken.
• Defensive planting – such as prickly shrubs – can deter thieves.

Stay vigilant against crime during darker months

Crime prevention Rogue traders



Remember
• Enjoy the countryside 

and respect its life 
and work 

• Guard against all
risk of fire 

• Leave all gates as you 
found them 

• Keep pets under close control 
• Keep to public paths across farmland 
• Use gates and stiles to cross

fences, hedges and walls 
• Leave livestock, crops and

machinery alone 

Rural team working with partners to protect rural communities

The team use their expertise to support Local Neighbourhood Policing Teams, PCSOs or 
core response officers. The team are all fully trained Wildlife Crime Officers. 

Crime Rural Advisory Group
CRAG formed in 2012, brings together 
main rural stakeholders, including the 
National Farmers Union and Country Land 
& Business Association – representing 
a large percentage of land occupancy 
countywide. They bring their own insights 
to CRAG to help keep Kent Police informed 
on ever-changing issues in rural Kent.
web: www.btfpartnership.co.uk 
email: michael.bax@btfpartnership.co.uk 
phone: Michael Bax 01233 740077

Kent Association of Local Councils
KALC is a not for profit membership 
organisation serving member parish and 
town councils and parish meetings in Kent 
and Medway. It offers training, advice 
and services to member councils. KLAC 
works with rural officers to disseminate 
information on their behalf, and to gather 
crime information from towns and parishes.
web: www.kentalc.gov.uk 
email: kalc@kentalc.gov.uk 
phone: 01304 820173 

National Farmers Union
The NFU champions British farming and 
provides professional representation 
and services to its farmer and grower 
members. Around 70 per cent of full time 
farmers are NFU members. They aim 
to support Kent Police to engage with 
members’ extensive local knowledge, 

working in partnership with CRAG and 
other stake holder organisations. 
web: www.nfuonline.com 
email: isobel.bretherton@nfu.org.uk 
phone: 01730 711950

Kent Fire and Rescue Service
KFRS is responsible for delivering fire 
and rescue services to more than 1.7 
million people. Each year fire officers 
deal with around 16,500 incidents 
including road crashes, house and 
barn fires and more than 2,400 non-
fire rescues. KFRS works with the Kent 
Police, NFU, and CRAG to provide safety 
and risk reduction advice to support the 
agricultural business community.
web: www.kent.fire-uk.org 
email: enquiries@kentfire-uk.org 
phone: 01622 692121

Historic England
Historic England is a public body which 
looks after England’s historic environment. 
There are over 400,000 protected sites and 
buildings in England and Historic England 
works across a range of partnership to 
prevent the loss and damage to our shared 
cultural heritage. Former Kent police officer 
Mark Harrison advises the organisation and 
works closely with rural officers and CRAG. 
web: www.historicengland.org.uk 
email: southeast@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
phone: 01483 252020

Country Land & Business Association
The CLA is the membership organisation 
for owners of land, property and 
businesses in rural England and Wales and 
has been safeguarding the interests of 
landowners, and those with an economic, 
social and environmental interest in rural 
land for more than 112 years. The CLA 
South East Office works closely with the 
Kent Police to help achieve these aims.
web: www.cla.org.uk 
email: southeast@cla.org.uk 
phone: 01264 313434

Countryside Code

Partnerships

Key partners working with Kent Police to keep rural communities safe 
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