h club

council this Week tha,t they disagree strongly with
the@ 0@}:—*_ film censorship — but for reasons which
prise not only members of the council but
“other adults.
ey say that a ban, which is so easily broken, only
brings fhe law into contempt.

In&t&gd, they would like to see films given certificates
of an »ipfu‘f)rmatory kind “‘as a guidance of a film’s suit-

abmty ﬁm theirage and taste.”
do wot. want any widening  of the bounds of
ity -""ply that thev ‘should be allowed to make ‘up
mind {}Dd evidence.

CLUB ON CREST
OF A WAVE

attendance at Tenterden Youth Club now
averages 100 over each of the three meeting
nights. Mr. Bob Matthews, club leader, said that
numbers had been rising for some time; this latest
figure was the highest.

It is hoped that even more
young people will attend in
the New Year.

In the past vear, members
have been encouraged to take
an active interest in civic af-
fairs and Mr. Matthews hopes
to maintain and develop this.

Some weeks ago, at a de-
bate on censorship, it was
considered that a certificate
of an informative rather than
of a mandatory nature should
be retained sp that filmgoers
could have an unbiased indi-
cation of a film’s content,

JOBS FORUM

With this in mind., Ash-
ford’s M.P., Mr. W. Deedes,
and Mpr. Norman St. John
Stevas are to be asked for
their support. This follows a
broadcast in which some of
Mr. St. John Stevas’s views
were found to resemble
closely those of members.

The club is planning to send
a group to the jobs forum
at the Town Hall on January
29. The forum will enable
youth to express its reasons
for wanting more employment
in the town. Members of other
t{rw.n groups will alsp attend.

wants fil

The club had a Sunday evening debate on the subject
of film certificates, a day before the council decided to refuse
to let a film they had seen be shown in the town.

In a letter to the KENT MESSENGER, Mr. R. Matthews,
of Readers Bridge, St. Michael's, the club leader, says: _

“It was agreed that the present set-up is positively bad,
and that efforts should be made 1o have a change effected.

“This letter is not concerned with the obscenity or art,
of the film the council saw; it merely takes as a spring-
board the remarks of some of the minority group of the
council.

“The demarcation of the age of 16, as a.dividing line in
cinema audiences, is wrong; perhaps iy always was; cer-
tainly it is now. |

“The Government is recognising that revision of age

' Hmi-ts is necessary by the reduction of the qualifying age for

voting, marriage, ete.. from 21 to 18 vears.

“The mateual of a film which gets ‘X' certification is
generally likely to appeal particularly to young people. It
is not surprising, then, that very many young adults, azed
less than 16, want to see such films, and are forced by
archaic laws to speak or pretend a lie to be allowed
admission. .

“The cinema manager has imposed upon him a com-
pletely immpossible task—the division of prospective cus-
tomers into those who are above or below their 16th
birthday.

“The fact that large numbers of our citizens are thus
forced to contravene, or condone coniravention, of the law is
bad, while the:.p intention is merely to enjoy an entertain-
ment which expenence shows them to be completely harm-
less. Having experience of a law being made contemptible,
are these people likely to be contemptuous of other law?

“The case for a change in the law is furthered by the fact
that the law should represent the corporate will of the
people. That which is habitually flouted by large numbers

of citizens, should be changed, provided that harm to other

people is not thereby caused or facilitated, and in dealing
with ‘X’ and ‘A’ filins this does nct arise.

“The club members wanted retention of a film certifica-
tion of an infeekmatory, not mandatory, natuce, so thas
prospective customers could have an indication from an
unbiased source of a film’s nature and suitability for their
age and taste, but could make their own decisions abau*
seeing it.

The diseussion did not touch on obsl_,emty and a widen-
ihg of present bounds in this area was not preposed.”

Tenterden Youth Club



