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Two Cricket Matches
Wittersham, on the Isle of Oxney, has an unusual distinction for a village in the history of cricket. It has twice staged
cricket matches (102 years apart) which are rare in the annals of the game. On each occasion the Isle of Oxney took on
two of the top professionals of the day who were forced to do all their own bowling, fielding and wicket-keeping and to
bat on the principle of "one out - all out".
In 1834 Wittersham, the "capital" of the Isle of
Oxney, had a cricket team which was regarded
as unbeatable. One night they were celebrating
their latest victory in the local Norton's Inn
when the landlord, growing tired of their
boasting, said: "You can't play cricket. I could
get two men to beat the lot of you."
The outcome of these exchanges was a
challenge match for £20 between the landlord's
two chosen men and the village eleven from
the Isle of Oxney. He chose Ned Wenham and
Richard Mills, two of the finest cricketers of
the day, who lived at Benenden, eight miles
away. The match took place at Wittersham on
4 and 5 September 1834. It was estimated that
more than 2000 spectators from this very
marshy and thinly populated district assembled
to witness the contest.
Such was the
confidence of many present, bets of up to £500
were placed on the Benenden players.
The Two batted first and made 150 before
Wenman was bowled. Then they dismissed
their opponents for 55, the Extras of 22 being
top score. Going in again Wenman and Mills
could make only 48 before Mills was caught
off a big hit. This left the Isle of Oxney 143 to
win. They were soon dismissed for 77 (Extras
26) and thus Wenman and Mills were the
winners by 66 runs. The scoreboard was as
follows:BENENDEN 1st Innings
Mr E G Wenham c Mills
Mr Richard Mills not out
Byes

ISLE OF OXNEY 1st Innings
Mr J Wood c Mills
Mr E Brignall lbw
Mr F Haines b Wenham
Mr H Hoskins c Wenham
Mr H Neve b Mills
Mr D Neve nm out
Mr J Neve b Wenham
Mr J Wood c Wenham
Mr T Tickner b Wenham
Mr J Morphee not out
Mr R Callow not out
Byes
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EDWARD GOWER WENMAN
one of the most celebrated
cricketers the County has
ever produced, played his
first match for Kent in 1825
and his last in 1854. He was
a fine back player and an
admirable wicket-keeper. It
was considered one of the
sights of c ricket to see him
r.nd Fuller Pilch at the
wickets together, the forward
play of one contrasting with
the back play of the other,
both being first-rate bats
men. Wenman was born at
1:lenenden on August 18th,
1803 and died at his native
place on December 28lh, 1879.
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RICSARD MILLS. of Benen
den, played for Kent from
1825 until 1843. and was by
far the greatest cricketer of
his family, which produced
so many good players that
the village was enabled to
meet the County on even
terms. The highest score of
his career was 94 for Kent
v. M.C.C., in 1827. He was
born near Benenden, on
February 16th, 1798, and
died at Rolvenden on 25th
January, 1882.

There was a sad ending to this match. The villagers were so annoyed at
losing that they boycotted the Norton Inn and the landlord was made
b Wenman
bankrupt within the next three years. In 1936 someone had the idea of
b Mills
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repeating the game. Different players, of course, two professionals
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against a team of local lads. A two innings game was planned,
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15 wicket, but they were given the concession of being able to change
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Wide Balls II their bowling at will. The two man professional team consisted of Bert
77 Wensley of Sussex and Bill Ashdown of Kent.
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