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NATIONAL EGG COLLECTION FOR THE WOUNDED IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR
The May 1916 edition of the Tenterden Church Magazine said that there was probably nobody in
Tenterden who had not heard of the "National Egg Collection for the Wounded" which had already
distributed nearly seventeen million eggs to the Base Hospitals in France and to hospitals all over
England. The organisation had 'the approval and grateful appreciation of the War Office' and the
patron was HM Queen Alexandra. In the early part of 1916 Mr Gambier Bolton, the Organising
Secretary came to Tenterden and asked Miss Margaret Babington (the daughter of the Rev J A
Babington, Vicar of Tenterden 1907-1924) if she could arrange to make Tenterden a depot and get
12 villages round to be sub-depots and send the eggs they collected into Tenterden whence they
would be dispatched each week in special boxes, carriage free, to London. In places, where there is
a Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital, such as Tenterden and Biddenden, the needs of the hospital
will be supplied before the eggs are sent away. Mr Sidney Winter (47 High Street) consented to
receive the eggs at his shop, Mr Bennett allowed his carriers to bring the eggs from the villages and
Mr Taunt took the boxes to Tenterden railway station. In many places around the country the Boy
Scouts rendered excellent service, calling regularly at distant farm houses. The need for this branch
of the 'war work' can be understood when the demand from the wounded soldiers had reached the
enormous figure of one million per week. Mr F Carl, the Honorary Director of the National Egg
Collection wrote: "I am delighted to hear of the eggs that you are sending us. Please accept our
gratitude for the splendid work you are doing on our behalf." Some of the children whose names
and addresses were written on their eggs have received letters from the wounded soldiers in
Tenterden.
At the beginning of July 1916 Miss Babington received another letter from Mr Carl of which the
following is an extract. "I shall be most grateful if you will kindly bear in mind that for the next
few weeks we shall be requiring a tremendous number of eggs at our central depot and I hope you
will take the most strenuous steps to send us every egg you possibly can. The hospitals in France
are entirely and absolutely dependent upon what we can collect for them." In consequence to this
appeal, a house-to-house collection was started by Miss Ruth Milne and Miss Nellie Edwards and
during the first fortnight they collected 318 eggs between them. When Mr Carl was informed of the
house-to-house collection, he wrote: "I am delighted to hear about it and trust that every success
will attend your efforts. There never was a time when eggs were so much needed for the wounded.
Large numbers of men wounded in the great push must have eggs and it will be a great pity if in this
period of stress our supplies were to fail." Since the collection was started 657 eggs have been sent
to the Tenterden VAD Hospital (at Clifton House, 54 Ashford Road) and 1868 eggs to London,
making a total of 2525 eggs of which 764 have been given in the parishes of Smallhythe, St
Michaels, Biddenden, Newenden, Woodchurch and Appledore, and the remaining 1761 in
Tenterden.
The urgent need for eggs can again be seen from the following extracts from letters sent by Mr Carl
to Miss Babington. "30 NOVEMBER 1916 - Will you explain to the people in your district how
desperately in need of eggs are the Hospitals. If you could only see the pathetic letters of appeal
which reach us every day from the Base Hospitals in France and the Hospitals in this Country, I am
sure there is nothing you would not do in order to help." "11 DECEMBER 1916 - Our supplies at
the moment are truly shocking. We are only receiving at the Central Depot for dispatch to France
about 50,000 eggs a week when the very least we can do with is three times that number I know how
loyally and splendidly you have worked for us in the past, but we must get eggs from somewhere,
because of the need for them on behalf of the wounded is too serious for words.
Miss Milne received a letter from L/Cpl J Hurst at the 26th General Hospital, France who had his
leg amputated three weeks previously. It said: "Just a line to you thanking you for the nice brown

