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Finchden - A Very Short History

Finchden-Front View

Finchden - Back View

Finchden is an ancient Tenterden estate, and presents a number of interesting aspects, not least among which
is its twentieth century history. The house is at Leigh Green on the Appledore Road and is hardly noticeable
on passing, but this Society has a number of postcards which illustrate it.
The origins are, as so often, lost in the mists of time and one has to remark that speculation is perhaps the
principal investigatory tool! Writing in Archaeologia Cantiana in 1882, Furley tells us "On Leigh Green
(which also gave the name to a dene) stood Finchden, which I am disposed to think was held by one family
for a longer continuous period than any other property in Tenterden; say for more than 400 years. 11 Dene 11
appears to have been a sujfrx to the original name, and afterwards dropt. One of this family, William de
Fynchdene, was Chief Justice of the Common Pleas (not King's Bench, as stated by Hasted) in the reign of
Edward III." Furley is, of course, referring to the fact that it was the Finch family who owned Finchden, and
it is not unreasonable for him to speculate that the house and estate took its name from the family. However,
I do wonder (we shall never know) whether we may be seeing the reverse. The earliest reference is the one
above, so the first estate name we have is in the common local form. We first hear of the "Finch" family in
that house around the sixteenth century and one has to wonder whether it was the family which took its name
from the place (an occurrence by no means uncommon). All writers assume (not unreasonably but it is an
assumption) that William de Fynchdene was of the same family as the subsequent Finches, who, as Hugh
Roberts tells us, were not only farmers but heavily involved in the local cloth trade as well. They owned a
mill at the bottom of the hill (near "The Dandy") and it has been speculated (again) that this may have been
involved in the fulling of cloth among other functions. It has been said too that Sir Thomas More stayed in
the house, and sat under the mulberry tree, which apparently collapsed around the time of the First World
War when its supports were removed for aesthetic reasons!! Several members of the Finch family served as
Mayor in the seventeenth century, and towards the end of the eighteenth century William Finch served as
Town Clerk, not long before the family home of (probably) four and a half centuries, was sold by Richard
Finch. Several Finch memorials are to be found in St Mildred's Church, the most prominent being the stone
on the south wall of the sanctuary, recording the "vault beneath" containing family members. Whether this
refers to the (now empty) vault beneath the organ has never been clear to me, though I have always felt that
the "sedilia" on the same wall have a general appearance of many tomb recesses in chancels. It seems to me
unlikely that the sanctuary would have been excavated for a vault as late as the nineteenth century.
It is perhaps appropriate at this point to address the physical structure of the house and I am much indebted to
the work of Judith Roberts who studied a large number of Tenterden's houses during the 1980s. The Leigh
Green area was a prosperous part of Tenterden in the 15th to 18th centuries, and Finchden is one of the
buildings reflecting that. At its core is a medieval hall house with crown post roof blackened by smoke. The
chimney is a later insertion. Additions and alterations were undertaken in the 16th and early 17th centuries,
and the house then had a high quality of decorative features. This is probably concordant with the wealth and
status of the Finch family and Roberts remarks that " .....with the exception of Hales Place, it is by far the
largest and most impressive example of remodelling in the parish." There were subsequent major additions in

