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THECLOCKMAKERSOFTENTERDEN 

During the winter programme 2008/9, the Society members were given a talk by Mr Bundock on 
the various types of clocks produced in Kent. In the question time which followed, I commented 
that when given a William Hopkins clock some years ago, the Museum purchased a well-written 
book called "Kent Clocks and Clockmakers" by Michael Pearson. This publication listed all the 
many clockmakers in the county including those who carried out such a trade in Tenterden, or who 
had connections with the town. I have been asked by our Editor, Jack Gillett, to write an article 
about these men who worked in a business no longer in existence as such. 

Clockmaking was at its height in Kent, and indeed Tenterden, in the latter half of the 18th century 
and the early decades of the 19th, although there were exponents of the trade both before and after 
this period. The three better-known makers were Birch and Masters at 30 High Street (now Crew 
Clothing), Owen Jackson at 51 High Street (now Webbs Ironmongers) and James Hukins at 38 
High Street (now Femme Fatale). All of them tended to advertise themselves as watchmakers, 
jewellers and silversmiths, and occasionally gunsmiths, i.e. I suppose all work which required 
prec1s10n. 

Birch and Masters 

William Birch was known to be a clockmaker in the early 1800s, later producing clocks in 
partnership with Thomas Ollive of Cranbrook. In 1836 he took on John Masters as an apprentice 
and was so pleased with the latter's work that he sold half of the business to Masters when the 
apprenticeship was completed, the necessary finance being provided by Masters' uncle. When 
Birch died, he willed his half of the business to John Masters, who gained in prosperity over the 
ensuing years. There still remains to this day a plaque on the building bearing the inscription "JM 
1858", no doubt when the business was at its height. However, family relations were such that 
Masters' eldest son, John Neve Masters, parted company with his father, moving to Rye and 
prospering greatly as the years went by. A younger brother Thomas inherited the business upon 
John Masters' death, later moving the firm to Chatham in the 1890s. 

Owen Jackson 

One of two sons of a gunsmith in Cranbrook, Owen had a disagreement with his brother Thomas, 
when the father died, as to who was to take over the business. For a time, they both practised in 
different parts of the town but in 1767 Owen Jackson bought the premises at 51 High Street from 
Henry Goddard who was practising as a watchmaker, gunsmith and silversmith. He took up 
clockmaking at a later date, eventually taking on his son John as a partner in the firm, before his 
retirement in 1803. He gave his name to the lane which runs beside the shop and which leads to 
Bells Lane, i.e. Jacksons Lane. 

James Hukins 

He was practising his trade in the 1830s and worked until the 1860s when his son George Hopper 
Hukins took over the business. The latter carried on until the end of the century, retiring to 
Guernsey where he later died. His son George followed his father in the same trade and premises 
until the 1940s, older Tenterdonians remembering him as an elderly gentleman outside his shop. 
One lady now living in Lydd wrote to me about George Hukins, asking ifl had a photograph of one 
of his clocks. Answering her in the negative, I was able to show her the Hopkins clock in the 
Museum and also where the Hukins' shop was. When she asked me to take a photograph of the 
premises, I politely declined as it is now occupied by Femme Fatale!! 

Of the remaining nine clockmakers recorded in Michael Pearson's book, there appears to be no 
indication of where their premises were located, except for Henry Goddard, and indeed in most 




