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A Walk through the Churchyard of St Michael and All Angels, St Michaels, Tenterden 

I would like to tell you about some of the memorial stones in the churchyard. I will begin with two on the East Bank, 
which can be seen on the left hand side as one walks up the church drive. They are on the graves of the two most 
important benefactors of the church. Under the East Window of the church are the memorial and grave of Rev Tress 
Beale and his wife. He was the first vicar of this church when it was consecrated in 1863. His father, Mr Curteis Beale 
of Finchden, had bought land on the Ashford Road in St Michaels (then known as Boresisle) and had had a school built 
in 1862 followed by a church. The Rev Tress Beale was formerly second curate at Tenterden with special responsibility 
for St Michaels, which was then a cluster of small weather-boarded cottages, built haphazardly, with paths and alleyways 
in between. The new vicar knew his people because as curate he had taken services in the wheelwright's shop and then 
in the school. He had no salary and no vicarage and was supported by his father. By 1871, the Census shows that the 
vicar and his wife had 3 children, and also 2 nurse-maids, a cook, a housemaid and a gardener and were living at 
Eastgate, a big house on the W oodchurch road which was demolished in 1964 to make way for a new development. Rev 
Tress Beale was vicar for 18 years, retiring because of ill health in 1881 and dying in 1885, only 53 years old. He has 
another memorial inside the church depicting St Michael and the Dragon, the same idea as for the new village sign. 

The second memorial on the East Bank is the grave of Admiral Gordon and his wife, Ellen. Mrs Gordon was first 
married to Capt Eyres. They bought Knock Farm, changed its name to Ingleden, renovated the house and created 
parkland around it. Capt Eyres died in1860 and after a few years his wife married Admiral Gordon. They presented 
many gifts to the church including the clock and six bells, and several windows. The window in the North West of the 
church is in memory of Admiral Gordon and is sometimes referred to as the marine window. The Admiral's flag used to 
hang nearby but the story goes that a lady took it home to wash! The 1881 Census records the Admiral as being 73 and 
Ellen, his wife, 60. They had a lady's maid, a cook, a housemaid and a coachman. Admiral Gordon died in 1887 and the 
coachman, Henry Brooks in 1888; it was surely Mrs Gordon's generosity which provided a memorial for the coachman, a 
similar shape to that of her husbands. There were many other big houses like those belonging to the Beales and Gordons. 
There are some grand memorials in the churchyard, mostly to the South and West of the church. The family names of 
them are often the names of people who were Aldermen, Councillors, or on Boards of Governors or they ran a business 
or a farm, names like Howard, Diggle, Winser, Bugden, Honeysett, Dixon and Waterman. These people were important 
to the poorer people in the village because they gave them employment, in their big houses or farms. 

One man who was probably working on a farm was John Vousden whose grave is right up in the north-west corner, 
where there is a cross and the inscription 'Here lies the body of John Vousden who went to his rest 1st November 1863 
aged 70. His was the first earthly tabernacle which this holy ground received'. A few years ago a visitor to the church 
read about this grave from information in the church porch. When he returned home he wrote to Rev Andrew Norman, 
saying how pleased he was to find the grave of John Vousden because he was one of his ancestors. Quite close is another 
cross broken into pieces and with the inscription very difficult to decipher, but says 'Gabriel George Fuggle. This is the 
first child of St Michaels School laid to rest in this Holy Ground, aged 9 years. 1864 '. In 1991, when my grand-daughter 
and I found the grave, she made a little drawing of the cross. Now that it is in pieces should it be mended? Again, so 
close by, was another inscription, 'Jn affectionate memory of three infant children of Albert + Sarah Pennells - Albert 
born July 3rd 1861, died July 19th 1861 (i.e. just 16 days old) -Elizabeth born July 30th 1866, died Sept 1866 (i.e. just 5 
weeks 4 days old - Julia Maude born July 1 st 1867, died March 1868 Oust 9 months old) '. And again, another, 'Harry 
Kidby aged 11 months - Frank Kidby aged 2 years - Rested from their short and suffering lives on January 9th and 
February 4th 1865. They are without fault before the throne of God'. Another headstone records a tragic event in the 
village. It concerns the family of George and Mary Mitchell who farmed 25 acres at Co-ever Farm in Swain Road. They 
had 8 children which was quite common in Victorian times. One of their children died in December 1886 aged 4 months 
but 6 years later in the Spring of 1892, their four youngest children died from diphtheria - Bessie died 25th February 
aged 13, Tabitha died 27th February aged 3, Annie died 9th March aged 7, Charlie died 20th April aged 10. This list is 
on the memorial stone and under it 'Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven'. Diphtheria was a dreadful, highly infectious 
killer. Thankfully, immunisation launched in 1940 virtually eliminated it. From the Register, 22 burials took place in 
1892 and 9 of them were children of school age. Finding so many graves of children I looked in the registers knowing 
that many must have died who have no memorial stones and are in unmarked graves. My calculations reveal that almost 
1 in every 3 burials was a child up to 1900. Of course children sometimes had accidents, like Edward Bishop who 
drowned on 21st February 1901, aged 10. A little cross was erected by his school mates. There is one more child's grave 
which remains a mystery. Near the south wall of the church is a tiny flat stone, with the following inscription. 'Mary, 
infant daughter of Rev Clarke and his wife Frances, born and died 25th September 1889. It is well with the child.' Why 
did a vicar bury his child here? Why is the child's name not in the Register? We don't know! But maybe the child was 
not baptised. In Victorian England, the Church was very strict. 

One of the most interesting people buried on the West Bank is Richard Capeling, a wheelwright, and I have been able to 
learn quite a lot from a cutting from the Kentish Express, which printed a letter from Mr H J Stone who was a friend of 




