


F.rrata 

We regret that an old drawing of Goudhurst Church 
has been included in place of St. Mildred's Church 
immediately following the programme pages. 



The arms of Tenterden show a three masted ship 
with fores'l furled, mains'/ charged with the arms 
of the Cinque Ports (three half lions-from the 
Royal arms-conjoined with three half ships), 

and mizzen sail be,:tring the arms of Thomas 
Petlesden, the town's first Bailiff. 

MESSAGE FROM THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL THE 

MAYOR OF TENTERDEN 

(Alderman R. J. Collison) 

On Monday, March 25th, I am to be presented with a document commemorating 
in the following words this moment in the history of Tenterden: 

"On the first day of April, 1974, the ancient rights and privileges granted by the 
Charters of King Henry VI and Queen Elizabeth I to the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Burgesses of Tenterden in recognition of the services of Tenterden as a Corporate 
Member of the Confederation of the Cinque Ports, united to the Town of Rye, are 
transferred to the Town Mayor and Councillors of the Successor Parish known as 
the Town and Hundred of T enterdenJJ . 

The document will be witnessed by the Lord Lieutenant of the County of Kent, 
to which Tenterden could be said to be returning after 525 years of "separation", and 
by the Mayor of Rye, the "Antient Town" to which Tenterden owes its existence as 
a Borough, and by myself. 

The "rights and privileges'' may seem to many today to have little connection with 
our ordinary daily life, but I would not like to see them dismissed as just empty 
phrases. 

Tenterden is known as a place where it is easy to make friends and to be accepted 
into the community. This is not always the case in small rural communities, and of 
course Tenterden is, happily, a rural community in spite of having many of the 
trappings and qualities we expect in large towns. It may well be, indeed, that the 
pride in the town shown by so many people has its roots in the "rights and privileges" 
enjoyed for more than five centuries by their predecessors. 

In the programme of events arranged for this Commemoration Week I was 
particularly pleased to see the large part played by the young people of the town. 
The enthusiastic support given by the schools, youth club, scouts, guides and all the 
youth organisations has been most heartening, and I hope that their interest in the life 
of the town will remain with them as they grow older. It is up to the rest of us, the 
old inhabitants and the many new-comers who have been attracted to settle here, to 
see that Tenterden, while conserving the best of the past, is planning ahead for a 
worth-while future for the next generation. 

Mayor. 











Fashions 

Knitwear 

Handbags 

Gloves 

Scarves 

Fashion, Lingerie and Corsetry Specialists 

HIGH STREET, TENTERDEN 

Telephone 3371 

also at HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD, SUSSEX Phone 3816 

LADIES HAIR STYLISTS 

and 

GENTLEMEN
1

S HAIRDRESSERS 

(l!. J [}{night QS Son 
2 EAST CROSS - TENTERDEN 

Telephone 2750 

Permanent Waving, Colouring and mode1;n styling 
under personal supervision 

e SINCE 1790 e 

Lingerie 

Corsetry 

Hosiery 

Costume 

- Jewellery

THE PHARMACY AT NO. 60 HIGH ST, TENTERDEN, KENT 
Perfumes & Cosmetics by many leading agencies - Soaps & Toilet Requisites - Baby Corner 

Veterinary Department 

also 

THE TENTERDEN BOOKSHOP 
A wide range of Books including Paper Backs, Penguins, Guide Books & Maps. Book Tokens 

PA YDENS LTD. 
60 HIGH STREET, TENTERDEN, KENT 

Tel. 2730 



West Cross Garage, T enterden, Kent 
Telephone T enterden 2 335 

TENTERDEN-

now GREATER ASHFORD'S 

FINEST SHOPPING CENTRE! 
- and right in the middle

THE CHILDREN'S SHOP 
64 - 66 HIGH STREET, TENTERDEN 

ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE ! 













·.Lz.lL
Charter of Henry VI, from the 
Elizabethmz Record Book 

THE 

BOROUGH 

OF 

TENTERDEN 

11And we do annex and unite the 
aforesaid Town and Httndred of 
T enterden, to the said town of Rye, and 
separate the same from ottr Cottnty of 
Kent, so that the Town and Hundred 
aforesaid shall be accounted a member of 
the Cinqtte Ports". 

In 1449 King Henry VI gave Tenterden this Charter, which removed the town 
from the jurisdiction of the Sheriff and the County Courts, and gave the people the 
valuable privilege of exemption from the taxation levied on the County, and the right 
to govern themselves. Tenterden was a small but busy place of less than 500 people, 
mostly employed in agriculture, the cloth industry, and ship building, and situated on 
the high land where the coastal road from Hythe, following the northern edge of 
Romney Marsh, met the road from Romney and Appledore, and another from the 
port of Smallhythe, before turning north to Cranbrook and along the still used Roman 
road through Staplehurst to Rochester and London. 

On the hill top in the centre of the town, a few hundred yards from the moated 
manor house of the Petlesdens, the church of St. Mildred stood as witness to the 
wealth and piety of the cloth merchants and graziers who were constantly enlarging 
and beautifying the great stone chancel and nave ( for there was as yet no tower) 
where they worshipped and congregated for business and pleasure. In 1449 the 
Church was nearly 300 years old and most of the alterations to the early fabric which 
are evident today had already been made. There were of course no pews or benches 
other than the stone seats around the bases of the columns, reserved for the infirm and 
elderly, which are still there, and where the modern screen now stands was the 
mediaeval rood screen, its position marked today by the stairway in the north wall 
which once led up to• it. 

About fifty years earlier the north and south chancel aisles had been added to the 
12th century chancel, the roof of which had been raised at the same time, blocking 
the two lancet windows above the chancel arch, which until then had given light to the 
rood. At the same time also the roofs and walls of the north and south aisles had been 
raised, to allow for the insertion of larger windows to the aisles, the original corbels 
supporting the old roof being still in position today on the north wall, and the piers 



of the north arcade had been 
strengthened, possibly simply 
by encasing them in an extra 
layer of stone. The walls 
were covered with coloured 
paintings, the last trace of 
which vanished only a few 
years ago. 

In 1449 a bequest of 
timbers marks the start of the 
preparations for building the 
great tower, and on the glebe
lands around the Church 
several of the houses we know 
today were also newly built 
or about to be built. Among 
those which still retain their 
original appearance are the 
Spinning Wheel, already with 
a jettied upper floor ( today's 
modern shop front having 
been built out beneath it), 
and the Tudor Rose, a 15th 
century Wealden Hallhouse, 
still open to the roof at that 
time, the original recessed 
centre being jettied forward 
100 years later when a floor 
was inserted at first floor 
level. 






















































