
May 2023

Monthly Meeting and AGM, 
Thursday 18 May 
Margaret Watson Life 
on a Harp String 

This month we have a 
musical treat, as concert 
harpist Margaret Watson 
takes a light-hearted look 
at the harp and how it 
works. With anecdotes 
and lots of harp playing, 
Margaret will show how 
versatile and modern this 
ancient instrument can 
be–and what fun it is.  

One of the busiest 
harpists in the South East, 
Margaret has played for Royalty, and at many historic 
venues as well as some unusual places. She is also an 
accredited lecturer for the Arts Society. 

Annual General Meeting  

Immediately before the lecture, we will hold the AGM. 
Notices, the agenda and forms to nominate 
Committee members have already been circulated. 
Proxy voting forms, with the names of those 
nominated, will go out on 30 April so members 
unable to attend can return their proxies by 17 May.  

We must have a really good attendance–at least 20% 
of the membership–for votes to count.  So please 
come to the hall, if you possibly can! 
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Membership: a Thank 
You and a Reminder 

A big ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who has renewed their 
membership subscriptions—
and an appeal to those of you 
who haven’t got round to 
doing it yet. Please pay now 
if–as we very much hope–you 
want to continue to be a 
member. If you have mislaid 
your renewal form, mail 
info@tenterdenu3a.org and 
Tom will send you another. 

New members who have 
joined in 2023 are, of course, 
exempt until April 2024. 

Can You Offer a Cat a 
New Home? 

One of our members is 
moving to a flat which will not 
be suitable for her cat. So if 
you think you might be able to 
offer puss a new home, please 
contact Rosemary Taylor, 
drrtt@btinternet.com. 

Covid Boosters 

If you missed the walk-in clinic 
at the surgery, you can still 
book an appointment for 
boosters in the Church Hall via 
the NHS website. 

mailto:info@tenterdenu3a.org
mailto:drrtt@btinternet.com
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/covid-19-services/covid-19-vaccination-services/book-covid-19-vaccination/


May 2023

News from the Groups 
In April, the World Through Maps group learnt about 
historic journeys into the Congo, an area of the world 
that is not exactly on the tourist route. In May, the 
group will learn more about life in the Congo in the 
early 2000s through the eyes of travel writer, Tim 
Butcher, who followed the most basic of maps. The 
newspapers have been full of articles about Artificial 
Intelligence of late. The Science group will start their 
own discussion about AI at its meeting in May when 
Richard Wheeler will talk about Patterns and Proof - 
with a final nod to DeepMind. The More French 
group, which started in January to accommodate the 
spillover from the other French groups, is now 
thriving. Group Leader Veronica Parrot reports that 
participants are keen to share their extraordinary 
experiences in extraordinary French! In April, they met 
at The Ferry in Stone and ate outside in brilliant 
sunshine. They found the wine, pâté and rognons 
flambés were as good as in any French restaurant. 
Putting the world to rights didn’t find much wrong 
with the White Dog at Ewhurst, where they very much 
enjoyed lunch and the use of the private dining room 
for their discussions. 

Blue Sky, Blossom and Flowers 
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A u3a Saga 

Like the u3a, Saga Holidays 
caters for the over 50s who 
are young at heart. On a 
recent Mediterranean cruise, 
the programme included a 
reunion for u3a members. Jill 
and Neil de Villiers went and 
met some sixty people from 
all over the country. 
Animated conversation 
ensued, and “we realised 
anew what a vibrant 
organisation u3a is, and how 
lucky we are to be part of it!” 

Stop Press 

Creative Tenterden at 
Silcock’s farm on 22 April was 
a great success, with vibrant 
work of a high standard and 
lots of appreciative visitors. 
We hope to bring you a fuller 
report next month. 
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