
The Friends of
St. Mildred’s

Tenterden

Why does St. Mildred’s need Friends?

Having had the report 
from our architect, the 

bad news is that we need 
initially to raise £100,000 to 
make the necessary repairs 
to the building.

The good news is that The 
Friends have plans to raise 
money for the upkeep of St. 
Mildred’s by arranging events 
and activities, and seeking 
donations and sponsorship.

The church is in the centre 
of the town and The Friends 
hope that it will be a centre 
for all. The money is not for 
day-to-day expenses, but will 
provide ongoing capital for 
major restoration projects. 

How can you help?
If you would be willing to 
become a Friend of 
St. Mildred’s please complete 
the attached form and return 
it to the address below.

Donations
By Cheque, payable to
‘The Friends of St. Mildred’s’
Please send your cheque to:
The Hon. Treasurer, The Friends of St. Mildred’s
4 Elmfield, Tenterden TN30 6RE

Standing Orders
Please fill in the attached form.

Bequests
May we respectfully appeal to you to remember The 
Friends of St. Mildred’s when considering your bequests.
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Standing Order

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Name

Address

Name of Bank or Building Society

Account No. Sort Code

Address

Date

Postcode

Postcode

Signature

Gift Aid Declaration
I would like The Friends of St. Mildred’s to recover income tax on all standing 
orders and donations from this tax year onwards. I confirm that the Income/
Capital Gains tax I pay in each tax year will equal the tax reclaimed on all my 
donations to every charity I suppoprt during that year.

  £

Initials and Surname

Address

Amount Date
Postcode

Signature

I/We hereby instruct you to pay by Standing Order from my/our 

account the sum of £                    on                         , and then 

annually on the same day until further notice.

Pay to  National Westminster Bank plc 
58 High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6AX

Credit The Friends of St. Mildred’s, Tenterden
 Account No. 53778723        Sort Code 60 - 21 - 20

Please remember to fill in your personal details overleaf.



A short history of St. Mildred’s

The dedication to St. Mildred makes it probable 
that the church was here from about the 8th or 9th 

century; certainly no later than King Canute’s reign 
in the early 11th century. The date of 1180 pertains 
to the first known rector of the church, Hugo the 
Norman. The earliest masonry we can now see is 
probably of about Hugo’s time.

The splendid landmark 
tower can be regarded 
as an icon of Tenterden’s 
growing commercial 
wealth in the 15th century 
and remains the town’s 
symbol. It is no coincidence 
that Tenterden became 
a corporate Cinque Port 
member at the same 
time - money talked then 
as it does now! Over the 
centuries development and 
change has brought about 
structual and doctrinal changes - but the basic fabric 
remains to tell us the story of where our town has come 
from.

St. Mildred’s has seen repeated changes wrought by 
politics as much as by theology over the centuries. The 
town’s principal public building, it has often been at 
the centre of our history both secular and religious. 
It belongs in a very real sense to all the people of 
Tenterden and, while the furnishings are ephemeral in 
style, the structure, accreted over the centuries, merits 
our caring stewardship to keep it watertight, warm, 
welcoming and fit to carry us into another millennium.

Friends in need

The church of St. Mildred is a beautiful building 
situated in the centre of the town. It can be seen 

on the skyline from many directions. Indeed it would 
be difficult to imagine the 
scene without the imposing 
church nestling over the town 
and uniting its inhabitants in 
friendship.

Everyone who lives in or near 
Tenterden will be invited to 
become Friends of St. Mildred’s, 
and indeed, all those who visit 
from near or far and who have 
become fond of ‘The Jewel of 
the Weald’.

A thousand years or so have passed since the foundations 
were laid and naturally there is a constant requirement to 
keep the fabric safe and maintained for future generations.

 The cost today and in future years to protect this 
wonderful landmark is becoming  more and more difficult 

to meet out of the conventional 
church funds.

The Friends of St. Mildred’s has 
been conceived to help share the 
task of raising funds to keep this 
marvellous building safe from 
the ravages of time and weather. 
It is for all those who love this 
building, notwithstanding 

religious affiliations or connections, all who have space in 
their heart for this iconic jewel that stands at the heart of 
our community.

Application to become a
Friend of St. Mildred’s

• Standing Order - Annual Subscription £15
I/we have completed the Standing Order form overleaf.

• Donation
I/we enclose a cheque for £                        . See overleaf.

See overleaf how the Gift Aid Scheme can help us to reclaim 
tax on your donation at no cost to you.

In order for us to keep you informed of developments by 
email, please enter your details below.

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Date

Signature

Please retrurn to:
The Hon. Treasurer, The Friends of St. Mildred’s
4 Elmfield, Tenterden TN30 6RE


