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Railway Experiences
Railway Experiences

From £30
at Tenterden’s Steam Railway

‘If steam’s your dream,
then come and live it with us!’

By car
We are less than an hour by car from the M25. Tenterden is situated on the A28 between 
Ashford and Hastings. Tenterden Station has a spacious car park with free parking.

By private hire
Able Cars: 07879 913491 kendr1@hotmail.co.uk   ·   MTC Taxis: 01580 890003

By public transport
National Rail Enquiries: 08457 48 49 50 www.nationalrail.co.uk
Train services from London and the South East connect with bus routes to Tenterden 
from Rye, Hastings, Maidstone and Ashford. The nearest station to Tenterden is 
Headcorn.

National Bus Helpline: 0871 200 2233 ww.travelinesoutheast.org.uk
A number of bus operators run services to Tenterden from Rye, Hastings, Hawkhurst, 
Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells, Maidstone, Headcorn and Ashford. Please ring the helpline 
number above or visit their website for detailed help when making travel plans.

Photographs reproduced courtesy of Bill Oates P.A., Lewis J. Brockway, Elliott Waters, Matt Hyner, Pete Harris, Kev Goodsell, Alan Crotty, 
Adrian Chapman and Bradley Bottomley.

Trains services are operated by the Kent & East Sussex Railway Co. Ltd. - a charitable company limited 
by guarantee. Registered Charity No. 262481. We reserve the right to alter dates and prices prior to 
bookings. We also reserve the right, for safety reasons, to refuse an individual’s participation in any of the 
activities relating to Railway Experiences. Information contained in this leaflet is believed to be correct at 
time of going to press.
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Kent & East Sussex Railway Company
Tenterden Town Station, Station Road, 
Tenterden, Kent  TN30 6HE
Tel: 01580 765155 (day)
Tel: 01580 762943 (24-hour timetable)
email: enquiries@kesr.org.uk
web: www.kesr.org.uk

 To take part in ‘Experiences’

 How to find us - TN30 6HE

It is essential that you have the ability and fitness to take part in our course. 
In the unlikely event of an emergency you will need to follow and understand 
instructions and may have to leave the footplate quickly, and possibly jump from 
the engine unaided.

The minimum age for our ‘Experiences’ is 18 years and participants must be 
reasonably fit and healthy and not on any medication. Individuals over 70 years 
will need to provide a doctor’s note. If you are in any doubt please discuss your 
concerns with one opf our staff. Where it is possible we try to enable those 
with disabilities to take part ion our courses, this will need to be discussed and 
arranged prior to any booking being made.

Overalls are provided if required, and you will need to wear strong, sensible 
footwear. Despite the warmth of a steam locomotive, during inclement weather 
it is advisable to bring warm clothing.

To make a booking or for further information, available dates, details of 
special offers and current prices, please contact our Sales Office, or visit 
us online at www.kesr.org.uk.

An introduction to

There was a time when every 
small boy wanted to be an engine 
driver.

Now grown up boys - and girls - can realise 
that dream, and an understanding of other 
railway activities, through the wide range 
of ‘Experiences’ offered by the Kent & East 
Sussex Railway Company.

The Kent & East Sussex Railway is the 
country’s finest example of a rural light 
railway. The line gently wends its way from 
Tenterden, – ‘The Jewel of The Weald’ – for 
ten and a half miles, through the unspoilt 
countryside of the Rother Valley, to 
terminate in the shadow of the magnificent 
National Trust castle at Bodiam.

We have brought together the ‘Experiences’ 
in this leaflet to allow as many people as 
possible the opportunity to get involved and 
see what running England’s finest rural light 
railway is really like. Designed to suit a range 
of budgets and abilities, they make a fantastic 
present to give to someone for a special 
occasion.

Or maybe it’s just the opportunity for you to 
indulge in a childhood dream! - you can even 
bring your family and friends to watch your 
‘Experience’.

On a ‘Footplate Taster’, ‘DMMU Cab Ride’ 
and ‘Signal Box Experience’ they can buy 
a ticket and actually travel with you! A 
bacon roll and hot drinks, together with 
a  Certificate, souvenir Tee Shirt and Mug, 
are provided for those participating on the 
‘Introduction’ and ‘Advanced’ days.

K&ESR 
Membership
Why not become 

a member of 
K&ESR?

Annual benefits include 
three free train rides and 
copies of the Tenterden 

Terrier magazine.

Who knows where this 
may lead? You may want 
to carry on developing 
your skills by becoming 
one of our volunteers!

Not just on the operating 
side, but perhaps as 
a Stationmaster or 

Booking Clerk.



For further information about Railway Experiences, contact our Sales Office or visit www.kesr.org.uk

DMMU Cab Ride £90

Workshop Tour £30

Footplate Taster £120

Behind The Scenes £145 Introductory Driving £260

Advanced Driving £515

Signal Box £235

This is a unique opportunity to view the 
21-mile line from a totally different perspective.

     You will travel in the cab of the DMMU with the 
driver on one of our scheduled passenger trains along 
the line. During the trip your driver will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have about the line, 
operation of the controls or the techniques employed 
in driving a Diesel Mechanical Multiple Unit.
     Whilst sharing a ‘driver’s eye view’ of signals, 
points and stations we’re confident the experience 
will be a memorable one! The approximate journey 
time is 1hr 50min. The experience starts and ends at 

Tenterden Station
 This experience is available on many days throughout the year, a list of 
available dates will be sent to you for a choice of date & time to be selected.  
Open to all 18 - 70 years.

An exclusive opportunity for railway 
enthusiasts to spend a day with a knowledgeable guide 
behind the scenes at England’s finest rural light railway.
 Upon arrival at Tenterden Station you’ll meet up to five like-minded 
enthusiasts and your guide for the day. Starting with introductions and 
a safety briefing, Hi-Viz vests will be issued for appropriate use during 
the day. Following this, there’s a visit to the Tenterden-based Carriage 
and Wagon workshop. Here you’ll see craftsmen at work on the current 
restoration projects together with regular maintenance and ongoing 
repairs.
 The first train departure of the day will take you to Rolvenden Station, 
home to the Railway’s locomotive engineering facility. Here you’ll get up 
close and personal with our fleet of locomotives and have unique access 
to see staff working with heavy engineering that keeps the Railway’s locos 
rolling. A tour of the Rolvenden site includes the loco yard and a visit to 
the signal box and culminates in a timely fashion to enable you to watch 
from track level the watering of the 11:40 ex Bodiam steam service. 
Then it’s all aboard this train back to Tenterden for a visit to the Colonel 
Stephen’s museum then onto lunch in our Refreshment Rooms.
 Following lunch we take you on the 2:20pm departure from Tenterden 
to experience the whole 21-mile round trip.
 Arriving back at Tenterden at 4:15pm there’s time for questions 
and a de-briefing over a cup of tea or coffee before the day ends at 
approximately 4:45pm.
 Dates for this experience are released periodically and can be advised 
when purchasing or booking. There are no age restrictions for this 
experience, however, children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult.

Experience what it takes to be a 
Driver, Fireman and Guard on the 
K&ESR with this non-stop half day 
introductory course.
 You’ll be one of six participants who will 
take a steam train between Rolvenden and 
Bodiam and back enjoying a variety of tasks as 
you swap roles in pairs at the stations along 
the line. You’ll also help with the operation of 
crossing gates and the locomotive ‘run-round’ 
at Bodiam.
 The course starts at Rolvenden Station 
(TN17 4JP) where participants meet for a 
bacon roll and a cup of tea during which there’s 
a short safety briefing given by the course co-
cordinator. Your engine for the course awaits in 
the platform already in full steam to commence 
the ‘hands-on’ part of the day. Careful and 
patient tuition is given to each participant by a 
knowledgeable instructor in order to learn the basics of starting and stopping 
a steam locomotive.
 Once mastered, you’ll depart from Rolvenden Station for the round trip 
that lasts just over 2 hours. Upon return you are presented with a certificate 
of acheivement together with a souvenir Tee Shirt and Mug.

Having mastered the basic techniques with an 
‘introduction’ course, why not try our 
‘advanced’ experience?

 You will drive a train from 
Rolvenden to Northiam and back 
under the careful supervision of 
your instructor. You will gain 
first-hand experience of operating a 
locomotive on part of one of the 
most challenging lines in the 
Country, through varied countryside 
and on gradients of up to 1:65

 The day starts at 8:30am at Rolvenden when the four participants meet 
their instructors for the day. There will be tea, coffee, a breakfast bap and the 
usual safety introduction then some time with the engine to refresh the skills 
learned from the earlier course. After this, each participant has a go at driving 
the loco plus a train of fully brake-fitted goods wagons from Rolvenden to 
Northiam and back.
 Whilst one participant drives, another will be given instruction on firing 
the loco and the other two will ride with the Guard and Coordinator in the 
Guard’s van. After a cup of tea or coffee at Rolvenden those on the loco will 
swap duties. After lunch, provided by us of course, all swap over for another 
two runs to Northiam and back.
 Each person therefore has a chance to fire the engine for 10 miles and to 
drive it for 10 miles.

Our Signalbox Experience 
will be held at Northiam Signalbox on 
selected Wednesdays throughout the 
year.

      Work alongside the signalman at Northiam 
Station to see a traditional signal box in action!  
Lunch will be provided for the participant on the 
lunchtime service train between Northiam and 
Bodiam [return] and it’s possible for family and 
friends to join the participant at this stage should 
any wish to enjoy lunch also.

Ride on the locomotive with the crew on the 
21 mile trip from Tenterden to Bodiam and back.

     You are accompanied at all times by one of our 
driver/instructors who will meet and brief you about 
the experience and will explain the functions of the 
driver and fireman throughout the trip.
     This experience is not a ‘hands-on’ trip but 
continues to be a most popular choice both in cost 
and as a ‘taster’ to the other experiences listed 
below. 
     We hope that by watching the teamwork that 
exists between crew you will want to return for an 

Introductory Course to learn the skills needed to drive the engine yourself.

You’ll meet your guide at Tenterden Station to 
start the tour of our Carriage & Wagon workshop.

     Here you’ll discover vehicles being restored, 
overhauled and those undergoing brief maintenance.
     Next it’s a short train ride to Rolvenden Station 
and the Locomotive works. A tour of the yard is 
followed by a fascinating look around the workshop 
where you’ll see locos in various states of repair or 
those undergoing examinations or washouts.
     An opportunity to see ongoing restoration like 
the current 4253 project concludes the visit to 
Rolvenden.

 There’s the opportunity to ask questions throughout the tour and to 
take photographs. As the tour lasts around 2½ hours there’s plenty of time 
to enjoy a ride around the Railway with your inclusive Freedom Ticket.


